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National Control System regarding Brokering
Thank you, Mr. Facilitator,
Maat is deeply concerned about the growing role of arms brokers in redirecting arms to armed groups and terrorist factions, which they use to commit serious violations of international humanitarian law and war crimes, particularly in conflict areas such as Sudan and Mali.
Worryingly, these arms often trace back to countries that are parties to the treaty.
In Sudan, arms brokers are used by states to supply weapons to the Rapid Support Forces. These brokers may not be located in the countries of origin, transit, or destination and utilize old smuggling routes through Darfur, East Chad, and Southern Libya to transport weapons into Sudan.
Human rights estimates have revealed the involvement of the International Service Agency, a military security firm owned by the wife of a retired Colombian colonel, in recruiting mercenaries to transport arms from Eastern Libya, specifically from the Jafra region, to the Libyan-Sudanese border for delivery to Rapid Support Forces in Sudan.
Additionally, the Wagner Group (now known as the African Legion) has previously conducted operations to transfer arms to the Rapid Support Forces via the Central African Republic.
In Mali, Wagner/African Legion used forged "end-user certificates" to import foreign military equipment, then redirected it to support the Russian war in Ukraine.
Mr. Facilitator,
Brokerage is not merely a business activity; it is a link that can lead to catastrophic human rights violations. Accordingly, Maat urges treaty parties to:
1. Agree on a clear legal definition of the terms "mediation," "broker," and "brokerage," or establish precise guiding indicators for these activities in a voluntary guide attached to the treaty.
2. Expand national laws to ensure the definition of brokerage encompasses facilitating activities such as financing, logistics, technical support services, and arms transfers, rather than being limited to a narrow definition of brokerage operations and brokers.
3. Establish extraterritorial jurisdiction to address brokers who operate outside their geographic boundaries to evade accountability.
4. Activate coordination between defense, foreign affairs, and customs ministries within the same state to exchange information about suspicious brokers and verify the authenticity of end-user certificates.
5. Create a shared database among treaty parties regarding brokers involved in arms transfer operations and provide technical support to states to track various arms brokers.
In conclusion, reducing the activities of arms brokers is not merely a technical or regulatory procedure; it is a true test of our political will. Every legal loophole left by brokers today becomes bullets in the bodies of innocents tomorrow.
Thank you.
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